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Welcome

Cruz’s Story

In  that  moment,  our  wor ld  broke.  No 
parent  should  ever  hear  those  words .  
No baby should  ever  face  what  Cruz  
was  about  to  endure .  We begged the  
universe  to  let  us  t rade  p laces  with  
Cruz .  How could  th is  be  rea l?  How 
could  our  innocent  baby just  months  
o ld ,  a l ready be  fight ing  for  h is  l i fe?

Since  then,  Cruz  has  undergone
emergency bra in  surger y,  a  seven-hour  
tumour  resect ion,  five  rounds  of  bruta l  
h igh-dose  chemotherapy and proton 
rad iat ion  in  the  US.  He’s  been pumped 
with  drugs  no  chi ld  should  ever  need.  
He’s  endured infect ions ,  count less
procedures ,  and even a  terr i fy ing
22-minute  se izure .  We’ve  watched our  
baby scream in  pa in ,  fa l l  l i fe less  in  our  
arms,  and fight  for  ever y  s ing le  breath.

Our  l i t t le  boy Cruz  came into  the  wor ld  
in  August  2024 — five weeks  ear ly,  t iny  
but  perfect .  He was  our  mirac le ,  our  
sunshine,  our  ever ything.  We dreamed of  
first  b i rthdays ,  first  steps ,  first  words .

But  just  before  Chr istmas,  ever ything  we 
thought  we knew about  l i fe  co l lapsed.  He 
couldn’t  keep h is  feeds  down and h is  
beaut i fu l  eyes  started  dr i f t ing  to  the  
s ides .  With in  days ,  we  were  s i t t ing  in  a  
hospita l  room watching  our  baby have  
se izures ,  h i s  t iny  body surrounded by  
doctors ,  w ires ,  needles  and machines .

Then came the  words  that  shattered our  
hearts :  “Your  son has  a  bra in  tumour.”
A b iopsy  confirmed the  d iagnos is :  AT/RT,  
one of  the  rarest  and most  aggress ive  
ch i ldhood bra in  cancers .  

Ahoy!  The Pirate  Ship  Foundat ion i s  
thr i l led  to  br ing  you the  s ixth  Ult imate  
Backyard  Cr icket  Match.

On Saturday 21st  November  2026,  the  
Pirates  and the  Governor ’ s  teams are  
back  for  another  f r iendly  backyard  
batt le ,  w ith  b ig  h i ts ,  b ig  laughs  and 
b igger  impact!

Want  to  t reat  your  c l ients  and do  some 
good whi le  you’ re  at  i t?  Jump on board  
as  a  corporate  sponsor  and treat  your  
guests  to  soak  up the  v ibes  in  Bai ley  
Brewing Co’s  gorgeous  backyard,  and 
rub shoulders  with  cr icket  legends ,  
sport ing  stars ,  and ce lebr i t ies .

He lost  so  much of  what  a  baby ’s  first  
year  should  have  been.  The truth  i s ,  
cancer  has  sto len  so  much from him.  
Cruz  i s  t rapped in  the  body of  a  much 
younger  baby,  h is  deve lopment  s lowed 
by  ever ything  h is  l i t t le  body has  
endured.  It  i s  heartbreaking  to  witness .  
But  he  i s  s t i l l  here .  He i s  s t i l l  fight ing.  
And he  i s  teaching  us  ever y  s ing le  day  
what  rea l  courage  looks  l ike .

Your  generos i ty  i s  not  just  money,  i t  i s  
l i fe .  It  i s  hope.  It  i s  the  reason fami l ies  
l ike  ours  can be l ieve  in  a  tomorrow.  
From the bottom of  our  broken but  
hopeful  hearts ,  thank you for  g iv ing  our  
l i t t le  boy,  and so  many others ,  a  fight ing  
chance.

With  love  and grat i tude,
Shannon,  Dave & Cruz



The Ult imate  Backyard  Cr icket  Match 
captures  c lass ic  Auss ie  fun in  the  iconic  
Swan Val ley,  whi le  ra i s ing  funds  for
cr i t ica l  research towards  a  cure  for
 ch i ldhood bra in  cancer.

This  one-of-a-k ind char i ty  event  br ings  
together  former  Austra l ian  cr icket  
greats ,  sports  stars ,  ce lebr i t ies ,  and 
Auss ie  larr ik ins  for  a  fast ,  fun backyard  
cr icket  showdown.

Past  matches  have  featured top sport ing  
ta lent  and wel l-known faces ,  inc luding  
cr icket  legends  Just in  Langer,  Michael  
Hussey,  Shaun Marsh,  Bruce  Reid ,

The Match
Bai ley  Brewing Co wi l l  aga in  host  th is  
year ’ s  event  on i ts  magnificent  
grounds .  Just  25 minutes  f rom the  
CBD, i t ’ s  one  of  Perth’s  best
fami ly-fr iendly  venues—perfect  for  
backyard  cr icket  ever yone can enjoy.

The Bai ley  fami ly  welcomes  you to  
the i r  own Auss ie  backyard  in  the  
heart  of  the  beaut i fu l  Swan Val ley.

The Venue

www.ba i leybrewingco.com.au

Brad Hogg,  Kim Hughes  and Terr y  
Alderman;  current  p layers  Cameron 
Green and Jason Behrendor�;  sports  
stars  Andrew Vlahov,  Andrew Embley  
and Kar l  Langdon;  and ce lebr i t ies  
Ernie  Dingo and Peter  Rowsthorn.

Beyond the  match,  k ids  can d ive  into  
a  day  of  act iv i t ies  in  the  Kids  Zone,  
inc luding  bouncy cast les ,  r ides ,
s l ipper y  s l ides  and the  Perth
Scorchers  bowl ing  tent .



WA broadcast ing  favour i te  Tim Gossage  
returns  to  host  th is  year ’ s  event  in  
sty le .

One of  Perth’s  most  decorated media  
personal i t ies ,  w ith  a  career  spanning  
more  than three  decades  in  the  sport ing  
media  across  T V,  rad io  and pr int ,  T im 
br ings  top-t ier  sport ing  ins ight ,
de l ivered with  e�ort less  fla i r.

Confident ,  char i smat ic  and pol i shed,  
he’ l l  set  the  tempo from the  first  ba l l  
and keep guests  enterta ined from start  
to  finish .

The Host

The Patron The
Ambassadors

We’re  honoured to  have  former
Governor  of  Western  Austra l ia ,  The  
Honourable  Kim Beaz ley  AC,  as  our  
event  Patron.

A se l f-descr ibed ‘cr icket  t rag ic’ ,  Mr  
Beaz ley  was  the  insp i rat ion  for  th is  
unique match dur ing  h is  t ime as
Governor,  and we’re  gratefu l  for  h is  
cont inued support .

“Dur ing  my t ime as  Governor  of
Western  Austra l ia ,  th is  match was  one 
of  my favour i te  community  events ,  
hosted at  Government  House,  among 
i ts  h istor ic  res idence and spectacular  
gardens .  I  love  the  fun and exc itement  
of  the  Ult imate  Backyard  Cr icket  
Match,  and I ’m proud to  cont inue my 
invo lvement  for  a  s ixth  year,  to  he lp  
ra i se  funds  for  cr i t ica l  ch i ldhood bra in  
cancer  research.”

We’re  thr i l led  to  welcome the  Marsh 
Fami ly  back  as  our  event
Ambassadors .  Geo�,  Shaun and Mitch 
are  t rue  WA cr icket  legends ,  with  an  
except iona l  record  for  Western
Austra l ia  and Austra l ia .

Geo� p layed 50 Test  matches  and 117  
One Day Internat iona ls  for  Austra l ia ,  
as  an  opening  batsman and was  a  part  
of  the  Austra l ian  team that  won the ir  
first  wor ld  t i t le  dur ing  the  1987 
Cr icket  Wor ld  Cup.

Shaun p layed 126 t imes  for  Austra l ia ,  
across  a l l  three  formats  of  the  game,  
ta l ly ing  more  than 5,000 runs  and 
str ik ing  13  centur ies .  He finished h is  
career  as  the  th i rd-highest  run scorer  
for  WA in  Shie ld  cr icket ,  scor ing  8347 
runs ,  inc luding  20 centur ies  and 43 
ha l f  centur ies .

Mitch i s  the  current  Austra l ian  T20 
Capta in  and has  p layed 46 Test
Matches ,  99 One Day Internat iona ls  
and 85 T20 matches .  In  2024,  Mitch 
was  awarded Austra l ian  cr icket ’ s  most  
prest ig ious  award,  the  Al lan  Border  
Medal ,  as  Austra l ia’ s  best  p layer.

“Play ing  in  th is  match over  the  past  few 
years  has  rea l ly  shown my fami ly  and 
me just  how v i ta l  research i s  in  tack l ing  
th is  devastat ing  d isease .  Mitch,  Dad 
and I  are  proud to  be  Ambassadors ,  
he lp ing  sh ine  a  spot l ight  on such an  
incredib le  event  and cause .



Premium,  a l l - inc lus ive  
cater ing  for  up  to  40 
guests .

Naming r ights  for  one of  
the  teams.

Team Captains
The Opportunities 2 Avai lab le  -  $20,000

Company logo d isp layed on 
the  large  LED screen 
throughout  the  event .

Exc lus ive  access  to  the  
VVIP a i r-condit ioned 
lounge throughout  the  day.

Sponsorsh ip  promoted on the  
Foundat ion’s  webs i te  and soc ia l  
media  channels .

Compl imentar y  chi ldren’s  
t ickets ,  inc luding  food,  
beverages  and Kids  Zone 
access .

Opportunity  for  on-day 
corporate  d isp lays  and 
d istr ibut ion of  market ing  
mater ia l s  to  guests .

Inv i tat ion  to  a  pr ivate  tour  
of  the  Bra in  Tumour  
Research Laborator y  at  The 
Kids  Research Inst i tute .

Company logo prominent ly  
featured on key  campaign 
assets .

One-page feature  in  the  
o�cia l  event  program.

Company logo inc luded 
across  a l l  promot ions  and 
advert i s ing.

Logo p lacement  on Ult i-
mate  Backyard  Cr icket  
market ing  mater ia l s  and 
soc ia l  media .

The  Ult imate  Backyard  Cr icket  Match wi l l  be  promoted as
“presented by”  the  Team Capta in  Sponsors .

Boundar y  s ignage

Event  photographer  to  
capture  your  day  with  the  
ce lebr i ty  p layers .

Acknowledgement  as  a  
naming-r ights  sponsor  
throughout  the  day  by  MC 
Tim Gossage.

2  Ava i lab le  -  $20,000

We’d love  to  showcase  your  brand in  the  
carn iva l  atmosphere  of  th is  t ru ly  
one-of-a-k ind event .

It ’ s  a  fantast ic  way to  enjoy  the  day  with  
f r iends  and fami ly,  connect  with  some of  
WA’s  lead ing  companies ,  and—most  
important ly—help  fund chi ldhood bra in  
cancer  research.

 Enjoy  a  premium,  a l l - inc lus ive
exper ience  featur ing  award-winning  
loca l  w ines  and premium beers ,  pa i red  
with  de l ic ious  roaming canapés  ser ved 
throughout  the  day.



Event  photographer  to  capture  your  day  with  the  ce lebr i ty  p layers .  

Leg Spinners
10 ava i lab le  -  $2,000

Compl imentar y  chi ldren’s  t ickets ,  inc luding  food,
beverages  and Kids  Zone access .

Company logo in  the  o�cia l  event  program.

Company logo d isp layed on the  large  LED screen throughout  the  event .

Boundar y  s ignage.

All Rounders

Compl imentar y  chi ldren’s  t ickets ,  inc luding  food,  beverages  and Kids  Zone 

Quarter-page promot ion in  the  o�cia l  event  program.

Company logo prominent ly  featured on key  campaign assets .

Company logo d isp layed on the  large  LED screen throughout  the  event .

Boundar y  s ignage.

Event  photographer  to  capture  your  day  with  the  ce lebr i ty
players .

8  ava i lab le  -  $5,000

Premium,  a l l - inc lus ive  cater ing  for  up  to  10 guests .

Premium,  a l l - inc lus ive  cater ing  for  up  to  4 guests .

Opening Batters
6 Avai lab le  -  $10,000

Premium,  a l l - inc lus ive  
cater ing  for  up  to  20 guests .

Half-page promot ion in  the  
o�cia l  event  program.

Compl imentar y  chi ldren’s  
t ickets ,  inc luding  food,  
beverages  and Kids  Zone 
access .

Company logo d isp layed on 
the  large  LED screen 
throughout  the  event .

Sponsorsh ip  promoted on 
the  Foundat ion’s  webs i te  
and soc ia l  media  channels .

Company logo prominent ly  
featured on key  campaign 
assets .

Company logo inc luded across  
a l l  promot ions  and advert i s-
ing.

Logo p lacement  on Ult imate  
Backyard  Cr icket  market ing  
mater ia l s  and soc ia l  media .

Acknowledgement  as  a  sponsor  
throughout  the  day  by
MC Tim Gossage.

Event  photographer  to  
capture  your  day  with  the  
ce lebr i ty  p layers .

Inv i tat ion  to  a  pr ivate  tour  of  
the  Bra in  Tumour  Research 
Laborator y  at  The Kids  
Research Inst i tute .

Boundar y  s ignage.Opportunity  for  on-day
corporate  d isp lays  and
distr ibut ion of  market ing  
mater ia l s  to  guests .



Where the
funds gº

With support  f rom The Pirate
Ship  Foundat ion,  bra in  cancer
research at  The Kids  Research
Inst i tute  has  grown from a  s ing le
researcher  in  2008 into  a  dedicated
Bra in  Tumour  Research team of  more  
than 20 with in  the  Kids  Cancer
Centre .

Thanks  to  the  generos i ty  of  Ult imate
Backyard  Cr icket  Match sponsors  and 
donors ,  more  than $500,000 has  been 
ra i sed  to  he lp  fund v i ta l  research and
discover y.

The team’s  recent  wor ld- leading
discover ies  show that  a  ch i ld ’ s  bra in  
immune system is  fundamenta l ly
d i�erent  f rom an adult ’ s .

Researchers  have  ident ified unique 
immune ce l l s  found only  in  young bra ins  
and be l ieve  target ing  them could  he lp  
unlock  safer,  more  e�ect ive
immunotherapy treatments  with  the  
potent ia l  to  improve  sur v iva l  rates  for  
ch i ldren with  bra in  cancer.

Your  support  he lps  the  Foundat ion 
advance safer,  more  e�ect ive  therapies  
that  can improve  sur v iva l  and qua l i ty  of  
l i fe  for  ch i ldren fac ing  deadly  bra in  
cancer.

“ O u r  d r e a m  i s  t o  s e e  t h e s e  d i s c ove r i e s

l e a d  t o  n e w  c l i n i c a l  t r i a l s  t h a t  t r a n s fo r m

h ow  w e  t r e a t  c h i l d h o o d  b r a i n  c a n c e r  -

r e p l a c i n g  f e a r  w i t h  h o p e ,  a n d  g i v i n g  k i d s

t h e  c h a n c e  t o  s u r v i ve ,  a n d  t h r i ve . ”

DR ANNABEL SHORT:  



Supporting the
Foundation

In  addit ion  to  the  Ult imate
Backyard  Cr icket  Match,  the
Foundat ion o�ers  numerous  ways
to  support  research,  inc luding:

Treasure  Chest
Sta� based regular  g iv ing  program

Bra inChi ld  Gala  Dinner
Exclus ive  b lack-t ie  d inner

20  Vis ion
The El l iot  Pro ject  funding  new drug d iscover y

Corporate  Partnersh ip
Join  our  fleet

Adventures
Adventure-based fundra is ing

Walk  the  Plank!
Corporate  CEO chal lenge

3

The Foundation
Chi ldhood bra in  cancer  i s  devastat ing,  c la iming more  young l ives  than any other  
d isease  in  Austra l ia  and a�ect ing  around 150 chi ldren each year.

The Pirate  Ship  Foundat ion i s  a  bo ld ,  pass ionate  community  funding  v i ta l
ch i ldhood bra in  cancer  research through in i t iat ives ,  adventures ,  events  and 
partnersh ips .  Our  pr imar y  goa l  i s  to  ident i fy  better  t reatment  opt ions  for
chi ldren with  bra in  cancer  and,  u l t imate ly,  he lp  find a  cure .

We bel ieve  the  wider  community  should  understand the  profound impact  a  bra in  
cancer  d iagnos is  has  on a  ch i ld  and the ir  fami ly.  Together,  we  can support  
research that  de l ivers  better  outcomes  and makes  a  meaningfu l  d i�erence.

Since  incept ion,  the  Foundat ion has  made 90% of  funds  ra i sed  ava i lab le  to  the  
cause,  and we remain  committed to  mainta in ing  th is  impact .  Funds  are  invested 
d i rect ly  into  chi ldhood bra in  cancer  research programs in  Western  Austra l ia ,  
inc luding  the  Bra in  Tumour  Research Team at  The Kids  Research Inst i tute  in  
Perth.



ABN 89617078485

The Pirate  Ship  Foundat ion i s  a  reg istered char i ty  of  the  Austra l ian  Char i t ies  and Not-for-profits  Commiss ion.

Gar y  Lees
ahoy@pirateshipfoundat ion.com.au

0417 093 495
www.pirateshipfoundat ion.com.au

www.facebook.com/pirateshipfoundat ion
www. instagram.com/thepirateshipfoundat ion

For  further  informat ion on how you can become involved
in  the  2026 Ult imate  Backyard  Cr icket  Match,  p lease  contact :

We would love your support


